
 
December 15, 2020 
 
To our Gahanna-Jefferson school community, 
  
As we near our holiday break, thank you all for your continued support of our students, teachers 
and staff.  
  
Looking ahead, we remain focused on our intention to return to hybrid learning on January 5, 
2021, with the start of the new year. We have listened carefully to the recommendations of 
public health experts and have followed the specific school guidance provided by the Ohio 
Department of Education and Franklin County Public Health, both of which have indicated 
schools are not contributing in any significant way to community spread. However, the number 
of students (800) and teachers (87) we had in quarantine just before the Thanksgiving Holiday 
made it difficult for us to staff our schools on a daily basis.  
 
We have discussed with our COVID Task Force our options for learning in this ever-changing 
and challenging environment. This group of school leaders, healthcare professionals and public 
health authorities recently had the opportunity to tour our schools and see firsthand the good 
work of our students, teachers and staff in maintaining a safe and healthy learning environment. 
We are so proud of all that has been done to maintain learning at school. I invite you to listen to 
our recent COVID-19 Committee meeting.  
 
We believe our students benefit greatly when they have the opportunity for in-person instruction. 
It helps support their educational growth, as well as their mental health. We want to preserve 
that path for our students as long as it is both safe and feasible. 
  
As you know, this is a fluid situation, and we will continue to communicate any updates over the 
break as needed. We know COVID-19 cases are increasing in our area, and we are concerned 
about how this may impact moving to our hybrid model. We hope all of you continue to wear 
masks, practice social distancing and good hand hygiene. These basic practices will help us 
return to hybrid, limit the spread of the virus in our community, and make our return to hybrid 
learning sustainable. 
 
I hope all of you have a safe and happy holiday season.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Steve Barrett 
Superintendent 
Gahanna-Jefferson Public Schools 
 

https://youtu.be/YL9oYUmu2JQ


 
 


